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The sei whale is the fastest swimming cetacean, with a top speed of 55 km/hour. Sei whales 
can be a maximum of 16m long and 45,000 kg. They live for 50 to 70 years. They inhabit all 
non-polar oceans, though they prefer mid-latitude, temperate waters. They breed and give 
birth at lower latitudes in the winter. Their distribution and movement patterns are not well 
known.

Sei whale populations were severely depleted by commercial whaling in the 20th century, and 
were targeted most heavily after blue and fin whales became scarcer. Once abundant in 
British Columbian waters, there have been no reported sightings of sei whales in British 
Columbia since whaling ended. They are considered endangered by the Committee on the 
Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada (COSEWIC). The northeast Pacific population of sei 
whales may be extinct.

Humans are a predator of sei whales. Sharks and orcas may also attack sei whales, though 
the degree of their predation is unknown. Threats to sei whales include ship strikes, 
entanglement in fishing gear, climate change, pollution, and Japanese ?scientific whaling? 
which takes 50 sei whales per year.
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Mysticeti

Mysticetes are some of the largest animals on Earth, and they eat some of the smallest 
animals in the ocean. Instead of teeth, mysticetes have flexible, hairy keratin plates called 
baleen. They take large gulps of water and filter it through their baleen, eating the plankton, 
krill and small fish left behind. They were heavily hunted in the 17th to 20th centuries for oil, 
and their baleen had many uses, including collar stiffeners and corset stays. Many mysticetes 
are migratory. 7 of the 15 Mysticeti species inhabit the eastern North Pacific. Some mysticete 
species may be threatened by climate change, because some species depend heavily on 
plankton as a food source; plankton abundance and distribution is affected by changes to the 
ocean associated with climate change.

Ocean Networks Canada has recorded the following Mysticete species:

Humpback Whale
Grey Whale
Fin Whale
Blue Whale
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